COSA - Centro Orientamento Studi Africani 

Orientation centre for African studies. 

COSA objectives and activities 

The CENTRO ORIENTAMENTO STUDI AFRICANI (C.O.S.A., Orientation centre for African studies.) was created in 1998, because African presence in Italy and Italians interested to Africa were continually growing. It's been promoted and realized through volunteers activity, both Africans and university students. The centre will be an aggregation point (both social and cultural) for all those interested in african culture in the Lombardy region, and will implement monitoring, focus projects, communicative and training paths and solidarity activities. 
The diffusion of knowledge of african realities is imperative for all school levels (from elementary to university) and must be available to all. 

Africa is already present in several sectors in Italy, but this presence is a non organized one, and it's penalized by the distance between the traditional institutions (embassies, consulates) and the single individuals or groups, often very far from their usual social dimension, in a sub-proletarian context. 

This presence, moreover, has never been coordinated in order to help Italians understand African reality, it never gave them the means necessary for research and knowledge, and it also never helped africans to reunite with their own african cultural points of reference. 

These are the reasons why it was necessary to create a centre aimed at the social service, but also at the cultural connection and reference between Italians and Immigrants 

The common vision of the diversities as source of reciprocal enrichment, the awareness that solidarity, cultural exchange, and relations between people are today the only way to face the globalized context we live in, has been therefore very important. 
It's an idea that has proved successful over the years and has gathered consensus among the italian and african institutions, helping the COSA association to grow and put into concrete form initiatives and projects for the promotion of a different image of the African continent in Italy. It emphasized those cultural and value aspects that the media did not consider enough, aspects that are yet part of life, colours and african spirit. 
The centre assets are several initiatives for the solving of social needs, both through services or concrete actions, aimed directly at single persons or discussion moments in which to understand problems and define practical solutions. 

For example: 

· assistance to Italians who would like to improve their knowledge of Africa. 

· Information to immigrants for a better orientation and good integration. 
· Help to immigrant children for homework. 

· Help to pre-graduates and researchers in order to find bibliographic material for their studies on Africa 
· Children Library at the Biblioteca Rionale (opening March, 20th 2009 in Milan 

· training projects for Senegaleses in their home country. 
· Documentary creation in order to help immigrant women's expression. 

· Help for immigrant children's homework with the Senegal Association in Bergamo 

· Access to electricity for the village of Khourdan in Senegal, co-financed by Mondial Assistance Italia 

The Centre has organized several conventions and cultural events in Africa and in Italy. They are always oriented to the discussion on social problems, their elaboration and solution. 

For this purpose, the centre also organized operative laboratories for the creation of socially relevant projects. Following you will find some examples of conventions, ateliers, and the projects that came out of them. 

· Image de l’Afrique et sa culture contemporaine, 17 au 19 Mai 2004, Centre Culturel Français, Dakar – Operative laboratory for a project in favour of the professional sector in Senegal 

· Images de l’Afrique : femme et dévelopment durable, 25 au 27 Mai 2005, Centre Culturel Français, Dakar – discussions on a project for training and reintegration of the unemployed. 
· Local and global Human rights, Thursday, February 2nd, 2006, Scuola superiore di lingue moderne per interpreti e traduttori - via Filzi, 14 - 34132 Trieste 

· Images de l’afrique: concept culturel de sagesse, 12-13 june 2006, Institute français Léopold Sédar Sengor, Dakar – discussion on a project for training sponsored by the province of Verbania 

Below, we quote a piece of an article published by “ il Manifesto” on June, 28th 2006 regarding the project for installation of solar panels, suggested during the convention “Images de l’afrique: concept culturel de sagesse”, 12-13 june 2006: 
“ …. two weeks ago in Dakar (Senegal)for a convention organized by the italo-senegalese association Cosa (Centro di Orientamento e Studi Africano), created some years ago in Milan by a group of immigrants and the Cgil (the president is Baye Ndiaye). ………
Essential services on the territory, regarding food and water: to extract water from wells, cook in the markets, use refrigerators, dry fruits that easily spoil and are available fresh only for a short period of time. But not only this: with solar energy cabins and batteries, villages can have the Internet without needing costly infrastructures; they can be connected to the world without a plug and all that follows. 

Mario Agostinelli e Giuseppe Civati, regional representatives for Lombardy and members of the environment committee were present at the senegalese convention. 

Agostinelli – who told us about the event – is the leader of the Prc of the region and he is promoting the World Energy and climate contract in Italy. 

The representatives verified the possibilities for cooperation in the field of renewable energy, because there are several problems: our sun is a formidable resource for Africa and Senegal (and in the south of the country there also is a lot of wind), but often equipments are stopped after a few years. Therefore, as highlighted by the Minister for external affairs Diago, there is the need to encourage local technical training. In the meantime, the Italian – Senegalese Chamber of Commerce is trying to develop ready made solar plants“ 

Joint project “work services system and professional training improvement through a know-how exchange” 

Job and training policies Sector 

Province of Verbano Cusio Ossola 

Partners: Provincia del VCO, CNR-ITC – Consiglio Nazione per la Ricerca-Istituto Tecnologie della Costruzione, Camera di Commercio Misto Italia, Senegal e Africa Occidentale (CISAO)
During the convention Images de l’Afrique: femme et dévelopment durable, 25 au 27 Mai 2005, Bruna Brembilla, political delegate of the local authority for the waters in the Milan province, Highlighted the importance of waters in Africa. She then went for a survey in the village of Ndiassane in order to start a project for the building of public toilets/bathrooms and of a water depuration engine. 

During the same convention, COSA distributed, in two large villages, corrective glasses sponsored by the Turin Lyons Club and other sanitary/medical materials. 

COSA sponsored the village of Maka Katal for the purchase of a mill, in order to help women in their work. 

Cosa also manages the Amadu Hampaté Ba Library, where 500 books are available; it is organized, in this first phase of its existence, in three main cultural and multilingual sectors (italian, french, and in the future, English): 

· Socio-anthropological and Historical section 

· Literature section 

· Music section 

in the hope to help both privates and school or area libraries. 

Mariama Ba Children Library C/O the Crescenzago Area Library. This initiative is one of the social activities of COSA to help a better inclusion and more cohesion between different people.
